Hygiene Highlights
January 2007                              Volume 17, Number 4
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
From the desk of Beverly Kennedy, SDDHA President
Happy New Year!
As I put away Christmas decorations, it hardly seems possible another holiday season has come and gone.  I hope your time with family and friends was good.  Whenever out entire family can be together, I consider it a great time!  There is always lots of laughter and reminiscing, and of course good food.
With the start of a new year, I look back at what worked and review what can be improved upon.  As I move further along in this year as President of SDDHA, I continue to learn yet I feel good about what we accomplish.  I am fortunate to be surrounded by people who love what they do, work hard, and are very dedicated.
The Semi-Annual Session in Chamberlain had 53 people pre-registered for the meeting.  Both Dr. David Hylland and Zabrina Treeby, RDH, BS, provided informative talks on Eating Disorders and Weight Loss Surgery.  Melissa Underberg, Financial Resources/IOH Liaison, provided great new products for marketplace that we will see about getting posted on our website.  Zabrina Treeby, Newsletter Editor, has reworked the SDDHA website.
The SDDHA Annual Lobby Day in Pierre will be the morning of January 26.  I ask and encourage hygienists to attend and meet with legislators even though we have no legislation activity at this time.  It is good to have a friendly presence in Pierre.  Please contact Suzanne Luken, Legislative Chair, with any questions (cell 605-641-2767).
Suzanne has worked through the ADHA to contact all the SDDHA members of this date.  Our organization has contracted with Paul Bachand to be our lobbyist as last year.
One thing that has caught my eye over the past months is the result of the ADHA's branding campaign.  Because of the feedback from this national campaign, ADHA dismantled its strategic plan and recreated it with the hope for a new and better organization to serve all dental hygienists.  The ADHA is working to improve its image to dental hygiene students, non-member hygienists, former ADHA members, dentists, and ADHA members.  It is my goal to do this on the state level as well as, serve all hygienists, members, non-members, and former members, dental hygiene students and dentists.  We will hear more about these changes at our state meeting when our District Trustee Linda Jorgenson speaks with us.
Thanks for listening.  I hope to see you in January or May for sure.
Sincerely,

Beverly Kennedy, President SDDHA
District VII Trustee
News from District VII Trustee, Linda Jorgenson
Hi everyone,
Some of you have asked me what the ADHA is doing about all the various proposals for imporving the dental workforce.  It seems like there is a new one every week! Please be assured that the officers and staff of ADHA are in close contact with each proposing organization and is playing a role in bringing about workable solutions.  Here is a list of proposals for dental health care workers and a little bit about each.
ADEA-Unleashing the Potential.  This recent article in the Journal of the American Dental Education Association provides a framework for analyzing the various workforce proposals being debated right now.  There are four "models" for improving the dental workforce situation outlined in this article.  
  Model 1 is The Apprentice(low education/high supervision)
  Model 2 is Little Shop of Horrors(low education/low supervision)
  Model 3 is Untapped Capacity(high education/low supervision)
  Model 4 is Unleashing the Potential(high education/low supervision)
ADA-The Community Dental Health Coordinator (CDHC) is being proposed as an expanded function allied dental worker.  The CDHC, from a scope of practice perspective, outlines duties that can be done today by dental assistants and hygienists, but will be trained under an entirely new education program.  The ADA has committed $334,000 if its ADA Foundation to assist in the development of this program.
ADA-Oral Preventive Assistant (OPA).  The ADA has appointed a task force "to design and develop pilot projects to test this model in selected states or locales."  This clinician is envisioned to provide "preventive services on all patient types including disease prevention, oral hygiene instruction, fluoride application, sealants, coronal polishing, scaling for Perio type I (gingivitis) patients,..." The proposed education curriculum is envisioned to be "at least 12 months" with most duties performed under the direct supervision of a dentist.  ADHA has pointed out that dental hygienists can and are already doing everything the ADA has listed for this clinician as a duty.  Any attempt to truncate or abridge standardized dental hygiene education will be met with well-organized and forceful opposition from the ADHA.
Alaska DHAT (Dental Health Aide Therapist) ADHA considers these specially trained allied dental workers to represent a local solution to a local problem and is supportive.
ADHP-(Advanced Dental Hygiene Practitioner) This is ADHA's proposal for a mid-level dental practitioner, much like the nurse practitioner in medicine.  The ADHP task force is continuing its work and is now considering which restorative and minor surgical procedures should be included in the model.  The task force has decided to consult with public health dental organizations for help with this issue.  There continues to be debate and discussion about which level of education is most appropriate, but the task force has established the master's degree as a minimum.
Individual states' expansion of dental hygiene and assisting scopes of practice.  ADHA supports and encourages each state's efforts to improve access to dental services through appropriate enhancement of education opportunites for allied dental workers and relaxation of supervision laws where they are overly and inappropriately restrictive.  Very simply, ADHA acknowledges the presence of a properly educated/trained existing dental workforce that is unable to provide needed services because of archaic and unecessary supervision law.  This does not mean that ADHA considers all supervision to be unecessary, only that there is much to be done in this area to improve access.  
Warm regards to everyone-please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about ADHA.  And also, check out the fabulous website for more information!
Linda
News From USD Dental Hygiene
From Deb Nelson, RDH, MA, Professor
We have a full compliment of students in both junior and senior classes this year.  The senior class just can't understand where the time has gone, but no one is complaining that it disappeared!  They have been extremely busy attending any of 15 different clinical rotations on Tuesday through Thursday, and participating in classes on Mondays and Fridays.
Junior students are learning how to read professional literature by critiquing JDH articles.  They are also busy with service learning projects, such as teaching preschool students about oral health using puppets, videos, and coloring pages.  They are excitedly and nervously waiting to treat their first "real" patients in January.
The CRDTS exam has changed considerably and is now on its way to becoming "national" and thus more portable.  In addition to a shorter clinical component where they probe and scale, there is a computerized component.  This new component is taken at testing sites (like Sylvan) and is a multiple-choice exam with clinic application questions.  As usual with new exams, there are always a few bugs to work out, but overall last year's students felt the test went well.
The department is using digital radiography now.  A new unit was purchased a year ago and the software is being put to good use.  Students now take a certian number of patient radiographs with the unit.  It is great being able to print out the films or put them on the screen.  We also have about 6 computers in the clinic to use with EagleSoft Practice Management Software, with plans to have computers at each operatory by next fall.  This semester, students learn to probe and dental chart with the software.  Next sememster, students will use the software to schedule patients, update demographics, and print receipts.  For those of you who have learned similar software in you offices, you can only imagine the magnitude of teaching over 70 students and staff how to use it properly.  "Migraine" might be a key word next year as we begin to go paperless!
Please stop in and see us...better yet, plan a get together with a few classmates and come in to get your teeth cleaned at our remodeled USD campus clinic.  We've really enjoyed the turn out at our Dakota Day continuing education/class reunions.  It is great fun to see old faces.  Wishing you a peaceful holiday season.
Sincerely,
Deb Nelson
South Dakota Department of Health
Update from Julie Ellingson, Oral Health Coordinator
Hi,
There are quite a few exciting things going on that I would like to share with all of you!
Smile Smart Curriculum
The American Dental Association released a new oral health curriculum for preschool through eighth grade children.  The curriculum known as "Smile Smarts!"  offers modular lesson plans for four separate age ranges which include support materials, hands-on classroom demonstrations, student activity sheets, and suggestions for further oral health activities.  For children ages 4-7 the learning module is called "Shining Smiles!" which will help children develop good oral health hapits to build into their life-long routine.  "A Lifetime of Healthy Smiles!" the module for 2nd and 3rd grade students, expands into engaging classroom lessons to encourage students to think about and discuss the importance of their teeth.  "Teeth to Treasure!" for 4th through 6th graders, helps to instill in students a sense of competence and responsibility for keeping their teeth clean and health.  And "Watch your Mouth!" the classroom lesson for 7th and 8th grade students, informs teens how to make smart choices for protecting their teeth and health.  For more information, or to download the "Smile Smarts!" modules please visit:
http://www.ada.org/public/education/teachers/smilesmarts/smilesmarts_curriculum.pdf 
Other exciting news is that the Department of Health Oral Health Program, with the funding from a HRSA grant, contracted with an ad agency to develop and conduct an ad campaign about the transmission of decay causing bacteria and the importance of early oral health.  Be watching and listening for TV and radio ads brought to you by the DOH and the SD Oral Health Coalition.  
The 2006 SD Oral Health Survey report is available on the Department of Health (DOH) website at 
http://www.state.sd.us/doh/oralhealth.  This dental assesment of third grade students demonstrates that although many South Dakotans enjoy better oral health than their parents, certian segments of the population still experience severe dental decay.  The data from this survey will assist the DOH in efforts to improve the oral health of the underserved.
And lastly, there is a brochure available online about selections in vending machines.  Go to 
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/cans/training/docs/HealthyVendingMachine.pdf
Thank you,
Julie
Announcement
Meth and Dental Health DVD Now Available
Meth is fast becoming the #1 choice of illicit drug users.  Many of the chemicals used to make meth can cause long-term health problems, permanent brain damage, and even death.  It is also important to recognize and become aware of the devastating oral effects and characteristics of meth mouth.
MAPP-SD (Methamphetamine Awareness Prevention Project of South Dakota), a project of Prairie View Prevention Services, Inc recently developed a 16 minute DVD to be used for training dental professionals about meth.  The video and associated printed "Dental Protocol" are intended to provide dental office personnel with information about methamphetamine oral effects, the procedures to follow if you suspect use, and your role as a mandatory reporter.
The DVD contains interviews with Dr. Don Fischer, Chief Dentist for the SD Department of Corrections and Lonna Jones, RDH, BS, dental hygienist at Falls Community Health/Dental Clininc.  Dr. Fischer relates his experience and personal knowledge of SD inmates who have abused meth and get a first hand look at Amy, a recovering meth user, as she visits Lonna at the clinic.
Thanks to a generous donation from the SDDA Southeastern District Dental Society as well as the South Dakota Dental Hygienists' Association, this video is available to SD dental offices free of charge.  You may pick up your copy at the SDDA Dental Convention on Saturday, May 19, 2007 from 11:00am-12 noon.  Audrey Ticknor, RDH, MA, MAPP-SD Meth Prevention Coordinator will be presenting a short program to highlight the Meth and Dental Health DVD.  You may also request a copy from the SDDA office or call MAPP-SD at 1-800-343-9272.  For more information on methamphetamine awareness, go to 
www.mappsd.org.  
